


EMBARGOED INFORMATION – TUESDAY 4 MARCH 2025 – 12.01AM
Insta/Facebook/LinkedIn: Tuesday 4 March – (early morning – first post of the day given Jillian’s op-ed will be out there/opportunity to highlight forthcoming announcement)	Comment by Jonathan Abbott: Old copy - already posted
MDFA accounts
[bookmark: _Hlk191449919]“No one should have to go blind simply because they can’t afford the treatment that would save their sight” – The Hon. Jillian Skinner, AM. Impactful piece in News Corp. publications today by @JillianSkinner, AM, one of our fantastic Macular Disease Foundation Australia ambassadors. Link to story on MDFA site
MDFA will be releasing its full Fight for Sight election agenda later today. Australians need more affordable and better access to sight-saving treatments. 
#Maculardisease #Fightforsight #FederalElection
LinkedIn: Wednesday 5 March – (morning)
[bookmark: _Hlk192060103]Post from Kathy’s account (MDFA account to share) 
Copy:
[bookmark: _Hlk191995504]It’s a significant week for Macular Disease Foundation Australia with the launch of our Federal Election Agenda, Fight for Sight. New research that shows the total cost for people living with macular disease, who also receive sight-saving eye injections, consumes 12 percent ($3,621) of the annual government pension payment. 
Our survey of close to 1,500 Australians with macular disease – Australia’s leading cause of blindness – also found: 
· For almost 1 in 10 Australians who receive eye injections, the cost of living with their condition is more than $6,000 every year. This is around 20 percent of the annual government pension payment.
· The median total annual cost for people living in regional and remote areas is more than $400 higher per person compared with people in major cities ($2,658 vs $2,254).
These findings are a huge problem given we know that cost and access are the two main reasons people delay or stop treatment to keep their sight. 
In response to this, and other enduring issues relating to the cost of and access to treatments, MDFA is calling for the next Federal Government to bulk-bill sight-saving eye injections for pensioners. You can read more about our research and recommendations here https://www.mdfoundation.com.au/news/call-to-federal-government-to-bulk-bill-eye-injections-for-pensioners/ 
Thank you to the organisations who have endorsed our recommendations: @RANZCO @Optometry Australia @OrthopticsAustralia @Vision2020 Australia @AdvancedPharmacyAustralia. 	Comment by Jonathan Abbott: Kathy, you’ll need to tag these orgs within LinkedIn
And thank you to our research collaborators at @UNSW.
#Fightforsight #MacularDisease #Federalelection 
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Facebook and Instagram: Wednesday 5 March – (morning)
MDFA accounts
Macular Disease Foundation Australia has released its Federal Election Agenda, Fight for Sight.  New social impact research highlights the total cost for people living with macular disease, who also receive sight-saving eye injections, consumes 12 percent ($3,621) of the annual government pension payment. 
Our survey of close to 1,500 Australians with macular disease also found: 
· For almost 1 in 10 Australians who receive eye injections the cost of living with their condition is more than $6,000 every year. This is around 20 percent of the annual government pension payment.
· The median total annual cost for people living in regional and remote areas is more than $400 higher per person compared with people in major cities ($2,658 vs $2,254).
MDFA is calling for the next Federal Government to bulk-bill sight-saving eye injections for pensioners. You can read more about our research and recommendations here https://www.mdfoundation.com.au/news/call-to-federal-government-to-bulk-bill-eye-injections-for-pensioners/ 
Thank you to the organisations who have endorsed our recommendations: @RANZCO @Optometry Australia @OrthopticsAustralia @Vision2020 Australia @AdvancedPharmacyAustralia. 
Thank you to our research collaborators at @UNSW.
#Fightforsight #MacularDisease #Federalelection 
Tile copy: Living with macular disease consumes 12% of age pension payments.
[image: A phone with a picture of people on it

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]




image1.png
Living with macular
disease consumes
12% of age pension
payments.

Macular Disease
Foundation Australia
Federal Election

Agenda 2025




