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EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (Stage 1) 
Macular Disease Foundation Australia 
Research Grants 2025

Instructions for applicants
1. Applicants are required to complete all sections of the Expression of Interest (EOI) application and submit by 11pm AEST on Sunday 3 November 2024. 
Please submit completed applications as a Word document, to research@mdfoundation.com.au
1. EOIs that do not meet the guidelines, are incomplete or submitted after the deadline will not be forwarded to the Macular Disease Foundation Grant Review Panel for assessment.
1. When completing the application, applicants should use language that is accessible to a non-expert in the field. Where possible, avoid using acronyms or abbreviations, and provide succinct and clear definitions or explanations of any technical terms.
1. Please provide sufficient information and justification in your application to enable the Grant Review Panel to make a competitive assessment.
1. EOI applications for MDFA Research Grants will be reviewed and assessed against the following criteria:
· Scientific quality and feasibility of the research proposal (60% weighting)
· Significance of proposed research and outcomes (10% weighting)
· Innovation of the concept and approach (10% weighting)
· Track record and career development (10% weighting)
· Consumer involvement (10% weighting)
1. EOI applications for MDFA Grant Family Fund awards will be reviewed and assessed against the following criteria:
· Scientific quality and feasibility of the research proposal (35% weighting)
· Significance of proposed research and outcomes (20% weighting)
· Innovation of the concept and approach (25% weighting)
· Track record and career development (10% weighting)
· Consumer involvement (10% weighting)
More detail on the assessment criteria can be found in the Macular Disease Foundation Australia Research Grants 2025 EOI Guidelines for Applicants.
The Guidelines are available for download here: www.mdfoundation.com.au/research/mdfa-funded-research/apply-for-a-research-grant/
Please read the guidelines in full before beginning the application process. 


[bookmark: _Toc349839124][bookmark: _Toc116293067]Part 1: Applicant and Institution information
[bookmark: _Toc349839125][bookmark: _Toc116293068]Details of Primary Investigator
	Surname
	Font: Ariel 11pt

	Given name
	

	Title
	

	Institution
	

	Department
	

	Phone number
	

	Email
	

	Qualifications (include year/s, awarding institution)
	

	Current appointment (include level)
	

	Are you an Australian citizen or permanent resident?
	


[bookmark: _Toc349839126][bookmark: _Toc116293069]Previous appointments
(Insert additional rows if necessary)
	Appointment, Level
	Institution
	Department/Centre
	Dates
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[bookmark: _Toc349839127][bookmark: _Toc116293070]Details of Co-Investigator(s) or laboratory head – if applicable
Insert additional copies of this page for each additional co-investigator if needed.
	Surname
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	Given name
	

	Title
	

	Institution
	

	Department
	

	Phone number
	

	Email
	

	Qualifications (include year (s), awarding institution
	

	Current appointment (include level)
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[bookmark: _Toc113627285][bookmark: _Toc116293072][bookmark: _Toc349839132]Proposed Host Institution details
	Name of Administering Institution
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	Website
	

	
	
	
	

	[bookmark: _Toc116293073]Is the administering Institution registered as an Administering Institution with the NHMRC and/or the ARC?
	Yes  ☐
	No  ☐	Comment by Dr. Kathy Chapman: Can the check box appear in the same cell as yes and no.  Otherwise make the cell sizes consitent



Research environment
Describe the research environment provided by the host Institution and support for/impact on the proposed research (250 words max.)
Font: Ariel 11pt


[bookmark: _Toc349839133][bookmark: _Toc116293074]Part 2: Primary Investigator
Please describe your relevant experience and contributions to the field (200 words max.)
Font: Ariel 11pt



Please provide details of current and previous research grant awards
Include MDFA grants and/or other funding in the last 5 years. List source of funding, project title, duration and level of funding. Most recent first.
Font: Ariel 11pt



Please provide details of previous research outputs
Describe your top three publications that highlight your experience, qualifications and contribution to the field (100 words max. per publication).
Full reference (excluded from word count):
Significance:
Role:

[bookmark: _Hlk175315023]Full reference (excluded from word count):
Significance:
Role:

Full reference (excluded from word count):
Significance:
Role:
[bookmark: _Toc349839134][bookmark: _Toc116293075]Part 3: Project summary and research plan
[bookmark: _Toc349839135][bookmark: _Toc116293076]Please ensure that all required content, as described in the Information and instructions for applicants document is included, and in the form specified.
Type of grant being applied for. Please indicate by checking the relevant box
	MDFA Research Grant
	☐	Grant Family Fund
	☐

Total grant amount being requested from MDFA
$
Project title (25 words max.)
[bookmark: _Hlk175914160]Font: Ariel 11pt

[bookmark: _Toc349839142][bookmark: _Toc116293082]Background and magnitude of the problem being addressed in this research (200 words max.). Include references, and any relevant images, or figures as a separate page (max total 3 images/figures/tables, excluded from word count).
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Methodology, including stage of research project (200 words max.)
Font: Ariel 11pt

[bookmark: _Toc349839145][bookmark: _Toc116293085]Outcomes to be measured and potential significance of findings (200 words max.)
Font: Ariel 11pt

[bookmark: _Toc349839146][bookmark: _Toc116293086]Describe how your research will benefit people with macular disease (200 words max.)
Font: Ariel 11pt

Consumer participation (200 words max.)
Please describe how you have either considered or consulted with the macular disease community in the design of your project and how consumers will be involved throughout the project. Note: we expect the level of consumer involvement to vary depending on the nature of the research.
Font: Ariel 11pt



	Does the project require approval by an appropriate ethics committee?
	Yes
	☐	No
	☐

If ‘Yes’, do you already have the appropriate ethics approval?
If ‘No’, please explain when and how the appropriate approvals will be obtained.
Font: Ariel 11pt

Conflict of Interest
Detail any actual or potential conflict(s) of interest.
Font: Ariel 11pt
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